
For the attention of

Caroline Smith,

Planning Development Manager (SCC. Ref 2017/0212)
Planning Group, Surrey County Council
County Hall, 
Kingston Upon Thames
KT22 8DP

Friday 12th January 2018

Dear Ms Smith,

I am writing with great concern about the inadequacy of the traffic management plan which Europa 
O&G Ltd. has presented to SCC for approval.

Firstly: I understand that there are more than 1,000 proposed HGV movements up and down 
Coldharbour Lane for a period of up to 3 years. This road is not fit for purpose.

Some of the country lanes in this area are national treasures in that they are sunken lanes, which 
have formed from tracks utilised over hundreds of years, creating a deep trough through which the 
lane runs. They are a unique, rare feature in the country and Coldharbour Lane is one of them.

They are relatively tranquil narrow roads for vehicles to access in their present state and the banks 
are delicate. If damaged, the banks and the roots of the hedgerows and trees that line them would 
create the start of the decline of the feature.

As the road is currently only wide enough for two standard vehicles to pass one another I cannot see
how the heavy goods and haulage vehicles required to service the drill site will be able to pass along
these roads with no risk of damage to the banks or each other. Europa justifies this on the grounds 
of simulations, which purportedly demonstrate that the super sized HGV’s can fit through the lane 
with a few centimetres to spare. So how do they propose to counter human error of judgement or 
careless driving in this scenario? 

After all it would only take a few centimetres either way to damage the naturally fragile banks.

I do not find it credible that the applicant can categorically state that not one of the many vehicle 
movements will impact on the lane.

Secondly: Anstie Lane is also an ancient sunken lane clearly unsuitable for anything other than low 
volumes of access-only traffic, (which is even narrower than at its top end than Coldharbour Lane), 
with sections that are barely wide enough for a single car. With the massive increase of traffic and 
HGV usage it would be inevitable for local diverted or delayed traffic to re-route from Coldharbour 
Land into Anstie Lane to facilitate journeys between Dorking and Coldharbour. 

This lane is not fit for purpose and would be put under greater pressure and threat of damage.

Thirdly:  A traffic control system ( including traffic lights, three stop/go boards and alternating one-
way systems at different locations) will be needed to make the required 1,000+ HGV movements 
and 1,000 light vehicles happen without perceived hazard.  The junction of Knoll Road, Ridgeway 
Road and Coldharbour Lane  is already of concern with two recent traffic accidents. Additionally 
the local school buses use this road servicing the local schools, with no alternative route, which 



already causes daily congestion.  A‘holding’ area in Knoll Road for supersized HGV’s to wait to 
complete their journey is planned and it is immediately obvious to me that the delays, navigation 
through this junction and its major disruption,  impatience and frustration for all local residents will 
increase the risk of accident. It will also increase noise, dust and local pollution from stationary 
vehicle emissions awaiting their turn to use the lanes.

I have therefore the following questions. 

1. What are the contingencies for serious accidents and possible spillage of acids, drilling 
fluids, diesel and other harmful contaminates on any of these roads due to human error? Given my 
causes for concern regarding traffic accidents en route and the likelihood this occurring, I am finally
concerned about the proximity to the AONB and Lower Greensand secondary water aquifers which 
are part of the site. What mitigation can Europa plan to prevent the pollution of the ground and 
surface water in the event of such an accidental spillage in the lanes rather than from the drillsite?

2. What protections are there for cyclists and regular walkers who use these roads? Presumably
this site will function for a period up to the end of the licence phase.

3. Despite claims by the applicant that emergency vehicles would not be delayed by the traffic 
controls or by batches of heavily laden HGVs, this is inevitable. - How will these narrow and 
increasingly congested roads,  allowing only minimal passing spaces enable access for emergency 
vehicles to approach either the site or  local habitations in the event of a major incident?

4. It is preposterous and unacceptable that the residents living along this traffic management 
scheme who use these same lanes to exit and arrive at their properties will need to do so at the 
behest of the company drilling the site!! How can Europa ensure that contact with relevant 
managers of the system will be maintained given the poor quality of mobile signal along the lanes.

5. What contingencies are in place along the route to the site taking account of the undoubted 
prospect of organised peaceful resistance of residents and protectors of the site and ensure which 
will delay all traffic, not just the traffic needed by Europa?  What assurances can Europa give that 
this flaw in their plan will not cause them to claim the need to work outside the stated hours?

6. Has an independent assessment of local air quality been undertaken?  What contingencies 
are in place to monitor the impact that this huge increase of vehicles and waiting time of stationary 
traffic will have on the air quality for the entire location?

Yours sincerely

Mrs Sylvia J May

27 The Avenue,

Totland Bay

PO390DH


