
Dear (name of councillor)
I am a resident of (local council name)
Remember to include your name, address and postcode.

(Please use your own words and write what you are particularly worried 
about but do focus on local councils decisions being weakened by 
ministerial decree and how this can affect decisions made on the island to 
drill for oil and possibly gas. Residents should have a say in what happens 
in communities and local councils should be able to support their 
community decisions. For example you can choose some of the 
following points and arguments…...

• I am writing to express my concern over the new National Planning Policy 
Framework and Ministerial Statement issued by BEIS which proposes that 
some planning applications for fossil fuel extraction should be considered 
permitted development. This transfers decision making on permissions from
local councils to government ministers.

OR

• A public consultation on permitted development for:
  “shale gas exploration, and for non-hydraulic fracturing operations to
take core samples for testing purposes” and
“Boring for natural gas in shale or other strata encased in shale, for 
the purposes of searching for natural gas and associated liquids” 
closes on October 25th and I shall be responding to it in opposition to any 
weakening of local Mineral Planning Authority rights over planning 
permission for Oil and Gas extraction.

• I am asking you to include this important nationally important issue for 
consideration in your next full council meeting on 19th September.
You as my council rep would be affected by this proposal as you will be 
losing key decision-making powers. 

• Our local planning system is one of the main routes for us to express our 
concerns for what happens in our area. Under the permitted development 
proposal, scope for our council and community to comment will be 
massively reduced. 

• The government should not remove any democratic right for our local 
governance. It could be the start of further weakening of your ability to 
assess and influence local decision making through proper scrutiny and 
community consultation.

•  ‘permitted development’ -  is usually for developments such as minor home 
improvements like putting up a garden shed, not major industry activity for 



which environmental and impact assessments. 

• Changes to permitted development are implemented by statutory 
instrument through a negative procedure meaning they are not required to 
be brought before Parliament for a debate or for a vote. So this could 
remove further future controls from our Mineral Planning Authority and give 
ministers the ability to impose their will on local areas, regardless of the 
consequences for all inhabitants and the environment.

• The government’s own recent select committee for planning for fracking and
drilling guidance states:  “Fracking planning applications should not be 
brought under the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects regime
nor acquire permitted development rights.”

• If these changes go ahead, oil and gas companies could start drilling 
exploratory wells across our AONBs and England without needing our 
Mineral Planning Authority scrutiny or planning consent, threatening 
communities, industrialising our environment,  affecting tourism, our health 
and the climate in the process

• NSIPs are major projects and need heavy regulation and monitoring after 
extensive local consultation in order balance both local community and 
national needs. The parliamentary guidance report has already identified 
that existing fracking and drilling the change would exempt fracking 
companies from the need for local planning permission for drill sites and 
well pads with all the attendant impacts.

• The government’s own select committee for planning for fracking 
recommends that drilling guidance documents must be updated before any 
changes in policy are finalised, as they are already out of date.
 

• The government has not included the latest scientific and technological 
developments in its guidance for drilling regulation and operations. 
Therefore it would be foolhardy for the industry to be able to sidestep 
detailed scrutiny and misappropriate planning regulations.

You can close your email by saying something reassuring like

If you are willing to oppose this restriction of your decision making powers and 
use your influence to shift the government’s position, your community will support
you. 
We will stand side by side with you, supporting you to apply
political pressure  for your democratic right to make decisions and create local 
plans for all of us in the community which are justified as having regard to local 
circumstances, needs and protection for future generations. 


