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In The News - UKOG Announces Additional 

Prospect - Arreton East
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UK Oil and Gas, has successfully won a two year extension to our licence until 2023 – despite 

no work having been carried out since 2016 when the licence was issued 

https://drillordrop.com/2019/08/20/licensing-system-criticised-after-two-ukog-pedls-

extended/

We are concerned that the Oil and Gas Authority, which manages the licensing, is breaching its 

own rules.  According to legislation a licence for an initial term for exploratory drilling is supposed 

to last for five years, then fall away if no well is drilled. This licence was due to expire in 

20/07/2021 and no planning permission preparation has yet been submitted for initial analysis. 

This extension has obviously been demanded by UKOG to give them further time to raise 

appropriate funding and prepare their plans so that they will not over run the expiration date.

Additional Prospect Announced - See map of prospects on page 2

As far as our licence PEDL 331 is concerned there were three exisiting sites of Arreton Main, 

North and South, UKOG now claims there is a "further large undrilled anticlinal structure, the 

Arreton East Prospect, another look-alike to the Arreton discovery and lying further to the east 

along the same geological trend."

Also they say

"Further significant upside in both prospects is calculated to lie within the underlying Inferior 

Oolite sequence." means they plan to drill deeper into the strata  (below 10,000 m) and has 

implications for the use of well stimulation for strata fracturing to achieve maximum flow 

of the targeted sequence.

UKOG also confirm the prospect of carrying out " its stated multi-well drilling campaign."

To the East of Arreton is the region of Newchurch, with homes, farmland and the Garlic Farm 

under which they will presumably plan to drill multiple horizontal wells into the underlying 

geology. 

A plan to drill in the Arreton South Prospect could see wellsites close to Godshill and Rookley 

and horizontal wells drilled under the AONBs in order to achieve, according to Stephen Sanderson 

CEO of UKOG,  a similar plan to Horse Hill with "back to back wellsites" to maximise economic 

production.

Over 1300 people are already concerned enough about the original plans and have 

signed a petition No Drilling In Arreton.

If you have not signed the petition yet please do by clicking on the link. 
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Local - Updates

Last Month  the  IWC  voted to declare a Climate Emergency.  While this is, of course a 

positive step since, most councils across the UK have agreed the same, this is NOT  the same as 

recognising an Environment Emergency which acknowledges that we need to act to plan positively 

to protect and enhance our local environment and mediate against such effects as plastic pollution 

of sea and land, soil erosion and degeneration and the continuing rise in loss of habitats, flora and 

fauna. 

Becoming a designated Biosphere will not protect the Isle of Wight from unnecessary 

industrialisation and technological advances that are damaging to the environment. The IWC 

Environment Policy lacks clarity regarding regeneration of impoverished land and improving 

biodiversity within the environment.

Most Importantly there is still no updated and approved Minerals and Waste Plan  since this has 

been put back to be completed in 2020.  This means that there is no policy statement or plans 

regarding the extraction of Oil and Gas and how this would impact the Island. 

Arreton Parish Council
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Presentations 

Image take from UKOG Presentation 2018

In July FFIOW Outreach members were 

invited to brief Arreton Parish Councillors at a 

meeting in the Community Centre. This was 

requested since they had already been 

briefed by UKOG earlier in the year regarding 

3 possible well sites in the Arreton area.

It is vital that councillors understand more 

about the processes and possible 

implications of the development and the 

possible impacts on the local environment, 

given that they will be Statutory Consultees 

during the planning application process.

This was a very well received and minutes 

of the meeting will soon be published on 

the Arreton PC website.

Looking at the Image above you can see that UKOG’s Southern Prospect could be anywhere  between 

Arreton and Godshill, therefore we have contacted Rookley, Newchurch and Godshill Parish 

Councils  and are hoping to visit them to arrange a similar presentation evening.

We have been invited to attend Rookley PC Meeting in September to give a 10 minute 

introductory and hopefully plan a presentation evening for the members. We still await responses 

from Godshill and Newchurch at the time of writing.

If you live within these Wards then please do contact your Parish Council and ask them to 

consider our offer.

If you would like to arrange for us to give an updated presentation to your community, then do 

contact us through our website contact page .  We will get back to you to arrange a time and 

place.

https://www.frackfreeisleofwight.org/contact
https://www.frackfreeisleofwight.org/contact


Since our last newsletter there have been key Government cabinet changes which are of 

concern and others which we hope will be beneficial to our aspirations for a drill-free Isle of 

Wight.

So let’s look at the downside first. 

We have 3 key changes in cabinet personnel who will be involved in consideration of 

planning applications on the Isle of Wight.

We now have 2 cabinet Secretaries who are pro fossil fuel extraction and in key positions.

Andrea Leadsom, Secretary of State for  Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.  As 

energy minister in 2015, Mrs Leadsom admitted that her first questions to civil servants 

were “Is climate change real?” and “Is hydraulic fracturing safe?”

Regarding fracking .“We need a system fit for the 21st 

century, replacing coal with gas, nuclear, and 

renewables, and fracking is a key part of those plans. A 

shale gas industry will not only boost our economy and 

create thousands of jobs across the supply chain – it will 

help to guarantee a secure energy supply which is an 

absolute must for this government.”

Robert Jenrick , Secretary of State for Housing Comminites and Local Government.  

He will be the second person who may decide the outcome of applications.

  He told a local newspaper..    “It would be irresponsible not to pursue homegrown sources 

of energy.   “We have already seen the positives of fracking in the US, with a drop in 

oil and energy prices.”        He will decide whether to overturn the refusals of 

planning permission for shale gas sites in south Yorkshire and Cheshire. 

Another job on his to-do list will be to decide what to do about proposals to fast-track 

fracking through the planning system by making exploration “permitted 

development,” avoiding planning decisions made normally by  local councils. 

Additionally he will decide on the proposal to bring shale gas 

production under the regime for 

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, removing 

decision-making from locally-elected 

councillors to himself.

Claire Perry,  ex Energy Minister and Shale Gas Industry Regulator. Has now been given 

the  role of  President of the UK’s COP26 climate talks.  Green groups will, 

however, welcome the credentials of new Climate Minister Perry, who has long 

promoted action around issues concerning renewable energy and long-term 

emissions reductions. However she has supported the Oil and Gas industry

regarding home grown fossil fuel exploration.

Cabinet Re-shuffle
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MEDIA CAMPAIGN committee members urgently 

needed to help us create and manage our media action plan. If 

you are interested in getting more involved and confident in 

social media skills please contact 

sylvia@frackfreeisleofwight.org
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Updates on Other UKOG Activity

Since our last newsletter UKOG has been experiencing some interesting times.

Here is a summary

Dunsfold Site - Surrey 

• In June UKOG filed two planning applications proposing different site access roads.  

https://drillordrop.com/2019/06/27/ukog-to-file-new-application-for-surrey-drilling-site/

• In July the planning permission was delayed further due to confusion and public 

complaint that the application was impossible to correctly assess during 

consultation.

https://drillordrop.com/2019/07/26/ukogs-surrey-drilling-plans-dunsfold-decision-

postponed-and-new-consultation-on-horse-hill/

• In August UKOG applied for permission to build a road junction on common land.

https://drillordrop.com/2019/08/08/oil-company-seeks-consent-for-road-junction-on-

common-land/

Broadford Bridge - West Sussex

• In July UKOG moved into production phase - apparently without a field development 

plan, which seems to be against official guidance - even though they have not yet 

drilled a well that has proven to be successful. 

https://drillordrop.com/2019/07/03/onshore-licence-moves-to-production-without-drilling-a-

successful-well/

Horse Hill - Surrey

• In July UKOG bought out Magellan’s share of Horse Hill Licence.

https://drillordrop.com/2019/08/07/ukog-to-increase-share-of-horse-hill-oil-licences/

• In June UKOG was fined after breaching safety laws related to a device designed to 

prevent the uncontrolled escape of well fluids or gases from deep underground to the 

surface and that there was no evidence of recorded regulatory safety checks. 

https://drillordrop.com/2019/06/21/gatwick-gusher-broke-safety-laws-over-blowout-

preventer/?fbclid=IwAR1OtsJt_2I2-1Ilu8ZUmCmCJ5i6imbHDrA-fURCbQycG0rKgvBpwR5UBnQ

Can You Help ?
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