
UK.Oil and Gas Plc have declared in their RNS statement dated 23rd March that they have 
submitted their planning application to the Isle of Wight Council.
“UK Oil & Gas PLC (London AIM: UKOG) is pleased to announce that it has filed a 
planning application ("Application") with the Isle of Wight Council for the appraisal drilling 
and flow testing of the Arreton oil discovery. Following a one-week statutory notice period, 
the application is expected to go "live" on 27 March 2020.”
Article 13 Notices have been posted around the site at Arreton for landowners and tenants 
to view dated from 20th March to give them 7 days notice of the application and a notice 
was placed in the County Press on Friday 20th March.

FFIOW wishes to clarify that the planning officers are the officials who have received the 
planning application, NOT the planning committee who will need to decide the outcome of 
the application over a statutory16 week period.

All of the documents which make up the application will now be reviewed by the planning 
officers to ensure that all documentation, permits, structural details, traffic plans and 
relevant additional environmental impact assessments have been fully completed.
It is possible that officers may need to go back to UKOG in order to verify certain 
information or to ask for further documents, plans or corrections.

Once the planning officers are satisfied that all is present and correct the application will 
then be validated and registered on the planning portal.
It is at this point that the planning committee will start their statutory16 week review and 
will, at some point,  launch a public consultation for a period of 30 days.

FFIOW has written to the planning officers expressing their concerns and asking for 
confirmation of key points.
The timing of this notice is obviously very convenient for UKOG, in the hope that the 
application will be submitted under the radar of the Covid-19  crisis. 

We have asked officers if this will propose difficulties for the Isle of Wight Council planning 
committee. We have had confirmation that all members of the planning committee will 
received specific training for fossil fuel applications – possibly virtually

Chris Quirk, Chair of Planning commented by email

“We have already arranged training on the law, science, planning responsibilities and 
environmental impact of oil and gas exploration and extraction using external experts from 
the Planning Advisory Service.  However, in light of the Covid-19 emergency we are 
looking at whether this can be delivered in a Webinar type format rather than as a group 
tutorial format.  Rest assured that if/when the UKOG Planning Application comes to 
Committee all those Members making the decision will be appropriately trained.”  

“To date Planning Committee meetings have not been cancelled, but we are reviewing the 
options to continue with the planning function without exposing Members, Officers or 
Members of the Public to unnecessary risk of exposure to Covid-19.”  

Our major concern is whether this unusual situation will hinder the best efforts of the 
planning committee to function efficiently and whether this could result in this application 
being transferred from the Isle of Wight Council to the OGA or SoS for communities for a 
decision in the light of the current crisis.



Documentation and the consultation will also only be available to the public online.

It therefore has implications for the efficacy of the public consultation, given the restrictions
of movement and opportunities to hold large community gatherings and information 
meetings for the public to assist them in the consultation process, particularly since 
currently libraries are closed for internet access and there are those within the community 
who are not internet proficient. 

Chris Quirk responded...

“With regard to the ability of the public to make comments, on-line applications avoid the 
spread of Covid-19, and in reality most individuals do know someone who has access to 
the internet even if they themselves do not; even my 85 year old neighbour has a laptop 
and a smart phone.  Traditional mail does pose a risk as Covid-19 can survive for up to 72 
hours outside of a human body.  We will however review our ability accept traditional 
written correspondence, although if we are able to do this such documents would almost 
certainly have to be quarantined.”

FFIOW believes there should be motivation for the full council to take a precautionary 
approach and defer this application, until at least the end of this crisis,  to ensure due 
diligence so the Council's full focus can be given to this most important application and a 
decision made by OUR Council for OUR community rather than the OGA or any other 
Government agency on behalf of UKOG.

FFIOW will continue to update the situation on their website

https://www.frackfreeisleofwight.org/

facebook page        https://www.facebook.com/FrackFreeIsleOfWight/

instagram                http://instagram.com/frackfreeiow 
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