
Frack Free Isle of Wight (FFIOW) is a campaigning group dedicated to raising 
awareness of the risks associated with any form of fossil fuel extraction on the Island
or elsewhere in the UK. 

We recently compiled an open letter to local landowners, highlighting the risks and 
liabilities that they could potentially be exposed to if they opted to lease their land to 
oil and gas companies.  

We asked landowners to think carefully about the long-term effects of allowing this 
industry to gain a foothold on the Island. Rural landowners are custodians of 
significant chunks of our natural environment, their decisions and actions can have 
lasting impacts on everyone's future.   We believe that the protection of our natural 
environment and long-term water supplies should be more important than short term 
profit. We also feel that it is important for all possible future scenarios to be 
considered before decisions are made. 

In the letter we indicated that: 
 Initial approaches to landowners and local authorities might downplay the 

potential for the future use of controversial extraction techniques and the 
scale of operations when they shift to long-term production.  

 There is a difference between conventional oil accumulations and tight oil 
deposits

 The National Farmers Union have updated their insurance exclusions to 
specifically exclude environmental cover for activities including prospecting 
for or extracting oil by any method including fracking.

 Recent questioning of senior government officials had revealed that in future 
scenarios where Oil companies have gone bankrupt the liability for clean-up 
operations could revert to the landowner. These same discussions had also 
revealed that there was uncertainty surrounding some elements of the 
decommissioning of abandoned well sites with multiple agencies involved 
and no clear guidance in place. These are important long-term considerations
for landowners and the general population.

 There would be massive local opposition on multiple environmental grounds 
to the establishment of new sites for fossil fuel extraction on the Isle of Wight.

Our letter drew a swift and surprisingly derogatory response from the Stephen 
Sanderson the CEO of UK Oil & Gas, which holds the relevant licences for 200sq 
kms of the Isle of Wight. 
He contested some of the points that we raised as being misleading, 
scaremongering and ill informed.

However, FFIOW has been monitoring UKOG's statements over several years. 
Information released to inform/encourage investors has a very different emphasis to 
the sentiments conveyed by sentences such as:

"Residents will barely be aware of us since the locations we are looking at are carefully 
selected to minimise impacts on the local community."

Targets are not “tight” reservoirs as FFIOW claims

https://drillordrop.com/2019/02/11/senior-officials-failed-to-give-clear-answers-on-decommissioning-of-fracking-wells-mp/
https://drillordrop.com/2019/02/11/senior-officials-failed-to-give-clear-answers-on-decommissioning-of-fracking-wells-mp/


We are solely pursuing conventional oil reservoirs, which, like our Horse Hill oil field near 
Gatwick Airport, we aim to flow naturally without the so called “stimulation” techniques 
erroneously referred to by FFIOW.

Contrast this then with the UKOG Regulatory News statement in 2015 when it acquired the
licences for the Isle of Wight - the full text can be seen here.
 "The (Isle of Wight) Licence(s) adds significantly to the Company's conventional 
and tight oil acreage portfolio in the UK and presents UKOG with a key combination 
of near-term low-risk appraisal and development balanced by high potential 
conventional and tight oil exploration upside. 

Whilst the upside exploration potential of the M Prospect and tight oil is attractive for 
the future, we are also excited by the near-term cash generative potential of the 
Arreton appraisal project.

We are also pleased to extend our pioneering Weald tight oil focus into the similar
geology of the Isle of Wight where our planned wells will provide key data to help 
further the technical and commercial proof of concept.

Also when discussing the UKOG RNS 28.01.2016

Stephen Sanderson, UKOG chief executive:  

“The PEDL 331 Licence is thus a highly significant and material addition to our 
portfolio and will be a key part of the company's growth plans,” he said.  

“We are well advanced in our plans to drill a vertical pilot and horizontal appraisal of 
the Arreton-2 oil discovery.  We are confident that, since independently derived 
drilling costs are relatively modest, the economic viability of the project is robust 
even at reduced oil prices.”

“We will also be looking to employ new and innovative limestone reservoir 
stimulation techniques to deliver maximum rate and recovery to further boost 
economic viability, without massive hydraulic fracturing.”

In 2016 Ernst and Young’s report was commissioned by UK Oil & Gas Investments 
PLC (UKOG) to conduct an economic impact assessment of the potential benefits of 
investing in, and extracting Kimmeridge Limestone Oil in the Weald Basin in the 
South East of England.  The full report can be read here    Kimmeridge Limestone Oil   
The UK opportunity

The report includes these statements: “Kimmeridge Limestone Oil is typically found 
within a reservoir rock with naturally occurring fractures. Kimmeridge Limestone 
Oil likely requires “stimulation” to flow to the surface at commercial rates. The
primary stimulation method for wells in limestone rock formations is 
acidizing.”   

The report goes on to say " Materials - the drilling and stimulation elements of 
oil production can be input intensive, with significant volumes of water, muds, 
cement and acid stimulants required during the initial phases of the lifecycle." 

Furthermore Stephen Sanderson is on record describing how the best way to 
maximise the revenue from areas in the South of the UK is to drill a series of 

http://www.ukogplc.com/ul/Kimmeridge%20Limestone%20Oil%20-%20The%20UK%20opportunity%20-%20Final%20Approved%20-%2015%20April%202016.pdf
http://www.ukogplc.com/ul/Kimmeridge%20Limestone%20Oil%20-%20The%20UK%20opportunity%20-%20Final%20Approved%20-%2015%20April%202016.pdf
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/LON:UKOG/UK-Oil-&-Gas-Investments-PLC/rns/LSE20151217123434_012628200


wells "back to back....very much like an industrialised process" -   See for 
yourself on this video from Tip TV Finance, particularly the section starting at 11:30 
 
If ever there was a time to think globally but to act locally, it is now.  Accredited 
reports released recently from the International Panel on Climate Change and the 
Panel for Biodiversity and Ecosystems have made it clear that we are in a global 
environmental crisis generated by massive exploitation of the earth's resources and 
that our behaviours must change without delay.

With the Isle of Wight bidding to be designated as a UNESCO biosphere and 
the Council pledging to implement environmental action plans for a sustainable 
future, it should be unthinkable that new drilling operations on the Island would be 
approved.  However, this is no time for complacency, UKOG's response to our letter 
indicates that they are very serious in their intentions to commence operations on the
Isle of Wight.

FFIOW is calling on all Islanders to get involved with this issue, to understand the 
impacts and to actively engage with the planning process when applications to 
establish drilling operations are submitted.

Now is the time for all who care about the future state of our local and global 
environments to stand firm in the face of operations that place profit before 
planet.

Clean fields not oil fields!
  

On behalf of FFIOW

https://www.iow.gov.uk/news/Conference-promises-sustainable-future
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0Nybav_Icc

